as described in Appendix A that must be left on mainline track or a mainline siding
outside of a yard or terminal. The employees responsible for securing the train or
vehicles must lock the controlling locomotive cab door before leaving it unattended or
1'em§ve and secure the reverser. The reverser is the directional control for the
locomotive. Removing it would put the locomotive in neutral, preventing it from moving
forward or backward under the power of the engine. Additionally, employees must
communicate to the train dispatcher the number of hand brakes applied, the tonnage of
the train or vehicle, the grade and terrain features of the track, any other relevant weather
conditions, and the type of equipment being secured. The dispatcher is then required to
record the information provided by the employee. Finally, the dispatcher or other
qualified railroad employee must verify and confirm with the train crew that the
securement meets the railroad’s requirements. This requirement provides a check on
those individuals setting hand brakes to ensure appropriate securement procedures are
followed. The requirement is similar to FRA’s existing regulations that require
employees to report to the train dispatcher when a main track switch in non-signaled
territory has been restored to normal position and locked. FRA believes this type of
notification and verification requirement will help ensure that employees responsible for
securing equipment containing hazardous materials will follow appropriate procedures
because the employee will need to fully consider the securement procedures in order to
relay what was done to the dispatcher. Further, the dispatcher or other qualified railroad
employee (e.g. a trainmaster, road foreman of engines, or another train crew employee)

will be in a position to ensure that a sufficient number of hand brakes have been applied.
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